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People in Need



People in Need has been annually bestowing the 

Homo Homini award on personalities who have 

greatly contributed to the promotion of human 

rights and democracy and nonviolent solutions 

to political conflicts. | www.homohomini.net

 

People in Need is a member of a consortium of 
seven non-profit organizations called Lifeline,  

which provides support for human rights 

organizations and activists from around the world 

who face restrictions by their governments.

 

People in need organizes the International Human 

Rights Documentary Film Festival One World,  

which takes place in Prague, dozens of 

other Czech cities and in Brussels.

People in Need is one of the founding 

members of the Prague Civil Society Center, 

an organization that aims to support citizens‘ 

initiatives in the Eastern Partnership countries, 

Russia and the Central Asian countries.

OUR ACTIVITIES:

I. SUPPORT OF  
CIVIL SOCIETY  
in countries with 

repressive regimes

II. DIRECT ASSISTANCE TO 
POLITICALLY PERSECUTED 

INDIVIDUALS 
and their families

III. RAISING AWARENESS  
ABOUT THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

in the world

FURTHER ACTIVITIES



ACTIVITIES

STUDY VISITS & INTERNSHIPS
125 participants

SEMINARS & TRAININGS
318 participants

MICRO-GRANTS
205 small-scale projects

The objective is to support the professional development of participating partners, 

to allow them to make comparisons with the experiences of other countries, and to 

help establish new ties to other NGOs and the media in the host country.

The aim is to improve and make the work of our partners more effective. The topics 

are defined according to their specific needs, focusing primarily on digital security, 

legal counselling, monitoring human rights violations, managing campaigns and media 

communication, the use of videos and audio-visual resources, and project methodologies. 

Our micro-grants support specific activities of our partners.

People in Need (PIN) perceives civic engagement as a pillar 
of a free and democratic society. It therefore supports active 
independent organizations and individuals working under pressure 
in restrictive conditions, helping their professional development and 
their specific activities.

says Cuban journalist Nonardo. In Cuba, PIN organizes workshops on videojournalism. Many of the Cuban independent 

journalists who participated then start to report on the island’s issues at home and abroad. Most of the time, however, 

they have to remain in anonymity. 

134
JOURNALISTS 
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cuba, Nicaragua, 
Ukraine, Russia, Venezuela)

112
NGOs
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Ecuador, Egypt, 
Cuba, Libya, Moldova /Transnistria, 
Nicaragua, Russia, Venezuela)

88
INDEPENDENT  
ACTIVISTS

16
HUMAN RIGHTS  
LAWYERS

IN THE PAST YEAR*, PIN WORKED WITH  
350 REPRESENTATIVES OF CIVIL SOCIETY.

SUPPORT OF CIVIL SOCIETY  
IN COUNTRIES WITH REPRESSIVE 
REGIMES

“We did journalistic work, we learned how to create video 
coverage and how to perceive journalism with a critical 
eye, taking into account the fact that every time we report 
on something, we have to do so with the utmost sincerity,”



People in Need helps lawyers, independent journalists, bloggers, 
students and activists who are not indifferent to the fate of their 

country, who believe in basic human values and because of that 
they are persecuted in their countries.

says Qajs, an Egyptian journalist who has actively 

campaigned against torture and defended political prisoners 

since 2004. He was imprisoned several times in Egypt. 

Although he always belonged to a secular non-violent 

opposition, he was falsely accused of belonging to the 

Muslim Brotherhood and of other fabricated acts. People 

in Need helped him to get to safety and out of reach of the 

Egyptian military dictatorship.

CRITICAL MEDICAL 
TREATMENT

Political prisoners are often 

denied medical care and access 

to medicines. We therefore 

send them medicines and, 

once they are released, ensure 

that they receive a thorough 

medical examination. 

LEGAL AID
We ensure that people 

who are persecuted or 

arrested in their country 

for political reasons 

receive highly competent 

legal assistance.

PSYCHOLOGICAL 
COUNSELLING 

Human rights defenders 

suffer under the constant 

psychological pressure 

exerted by authoritarian 

institutions. Professional 

support makes it easier for 

them to cope with the stress.

MATERIAL AID 
Human rights defenders 

and their families often 

lose their jobs as a result 

of their civic engagement. 

We provide material 

assistance to those who 

find themselves in a 

difficult financial situation.

IN THE PAST YEAR*, PIN PROVIDED HELP TO 1080 PERSECUTED INDIVIDUALS, 
INCLUDING 72 POLITICAL PRISONERS AND THEIR FAMILIES.

WE ASSIST IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS:

DIRECT ASSISTANCE TO 
POLITICALLY PERSECUTED 
INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR FAMILIES

“Without your help, I would either end up in prison 
or as a homeless person. Eventually they would lock 
me up anyway,”

*data from 2016



7. The Ten Commandments of a Democrat

a call to politicians traveling to countries  with 

repressive regimes, not to support the dictators, 

to meet representatives of the civil society 

and to talk about human rights violations.

1. Homo Homini

a prize awarded annually to those who 

have greatly contributed to the promotion 

of human rights, democracy and non-

violent solutions to political conflicts.

2. Eye on Cuba 

a website collecting information about human 

rights violations in Cuba, drawing attention to 

cases of political prisoners and raising awareness of 

a lasting lack of freedom. | www.eyeoncuba.org

3.  Lines of Freedom: 
Contemporary Arab Caricature

an exhibition of works by contemporary 

Arab artists, which took place at the Center 

of Contemporary Art - DOX in Prague.

4. #LetMyPeopleGo

a campaign for the release of Ukrainian political 

prisoners on the territory of the Russian 

Federation, including, for example, director 

Oleh Sentsov or activist Alexandr Kolchenko.

5.  One World in Brussels

the Human Rights Documentary Film Festival is also 

held in Brussels. It is regularly attended by guests 

from countries where human rights are suppressed.

6. Crimean Normalization

a photography exhibition by the Russian 

photographer Anton Namlyuk pointed out to the 

issue of violation of the rights of the Crimean 

Tatars in Crimea after the annexation.

People in Need is dedicated to various activities 
aimed at highlighting human rights violations in the 
world and finding wider public and political support 
for their protection. 

says Igor Kalyapin, the founder of the organization Committee for the Prevention 

of Torture, which was awarded with the Homo Homini Prize for 2016. “Receiving the 

Homo Homini award gives us hope that the human rights situation in Russia is of interest to the international community. 

It also symbolizes an important form of support for those who are victims of torture,” he adds.

RAISING AWARENESS 
ABOUT THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS IN THE WORLD

“No matter who you are, you will never 
be safe from torture in Russia,”



CUBA | since 1997

UKRAINE | since 2003

MOLDOVA | since 2006
- TRANSNISTRIA

RUSSIA | since 2009  

EGYPT | since 2011 

LIBYA | since 2011

AZERBAIJAN | since  2013 

NICARAGUA | since 2014

VENEZUELA | since 2014

VIETNAM | since 2015

ARMENIA | since 2016

ECUADOR| since 2016

WHERE WE WORK

In 2016, the following donors supported the work 
of the Centre for Human Rights and Democracy:
EU Delegation for Russia | EU Delegation for Ukraine 

Freedom House | Frontline Defenders | International 

Republican Institute | People in Need‘s Club of Friends 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Sweden | MOTT 

Foundation | OAK Foundation | National Democratic 

Institute for International Affairs | NED - The National 

Endowment for Democracy | The Sigrid Rausing Trust 

The Taiwan Foundation for Democracy 

U.S. Department of State | USAID | Urgent 

Action Fund for Women‘s Human Rights 

Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

Centre for Human Rights and Democracy has been working in non-democratic and transforming countries 
since 1990. It focuses on collaboration with local partner organizations and independent activists in these 
12 countries: 

PEOPLE IN NEED:
People in Need is one of the largest 

non-governmental organizations in Central 

Europe. It deals with humanitarian and devel-

opment aid and human rights support in the 

world, currently operating in 30 countries. 

In the Czech Republic, it focuses mainly on 

work in socially excluded localities and on 

the promotion of education.

Contact:
Člověk v tísni, Šafaříkova 24, 120 00 Praha 2

lidskopravnici@poepleinneed.cz

Tel.: +420 770 101 144

www.clovekvtisni.cz
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